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News from the Wyoming Department of Transportation Transit Office 
 

What‘s new in the transit arena in Wyoming? 
 

Lots of interesting items appear on transit‘s horizon . . . State Loan and Investment Board has awarded 

grants for vehicles, the coordination program is perking at an exciting rate, Laramie is making noises about 

the possibilities of a city-wide public transit program, the FTA has completed a management audit of 

WYDOT‘s transit program . . . and there are some ramifications for all transit providers . . . and it appears 

that Congress is going to delay action on a new budget bill until the Spring of 2011. 
 

Transit providers awarded vehicles from the State Loan and Investment Board (SLIB) are Campbell 

County Senior Center of Gillette, Crook County Seniors of Sundance, Eppson Center for Seniors of 

Laramie, Wind River Transportation of Riverton, Senior Friendship Center of Torrington, Meeteetse 

Recreation, Senior Citizens Council of Sheridan, Star Valley Senior Citizens of Afton, Sweetwater Transit 

Authority of Rock Springs, and Weston County Senior Services of Newcastle. 
 

There was a total amount of $1,564,532 requested and the board approved a total of $804,846. 
 

Contracts and specifications should be coming out soon and the quick return of specifications will help 

with the more rapid ordering and delivery of vehicles. 
 

Available Section 5310 Funds 
 

Transit providers who are part of a coordinated health and social services plan are encouraged to contact us 

with their needs for vehicles as there is some 5310 money available at this time.  Some of these funds are 

also available for computers, tires, vehicle repairs, and other transit-related expenses.  Section 5310 offers 

the possibility of payment of up to 90% of your project. 
 

Also, there is planning money available.  Get a proposal put together and let us know of your needs and we 

will be glad to consider making an award. 
 

An Exciting Movement 
 

Transit people are excitable!  Laramie‘s Eppson Center and the University of Wyoming are initializing a 

strategy to offer the people of their area a complete and extensive public transit system.  This will be for 

the general public and will include the students of UW along with the general population of  the home of 

Wyoming‘s only four-year university.  Generally it is a plan to have Eppson provide the ridership from the 

various parts of the community to a mainline larger route that will be provided by the University. 
 

Laramie is a logical place for a good transit program with the population of the students combined with the 

needs of a spread-out city area. 
 

Also at the top of the transit projects is coordination management and the hiring of ―Mobility Managers‖ to 

Continued on Page 2 
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The Beverly Foundation announced its STAR 

Awards for Senior Transportation Services.  The 

award program recognizes exceptional service in 

providing transportation to older adults.  One of the 

Foundation‘s prestigious STAR Special 

Recognition Awards was given to Sheridan 

MiniBus of Sheridan County, Wyoming.  

Transportation for seniors was the first service 

offered by the Senior Citizens Council when it was 

started in 1973.  The program was renamed 

Sheridan MiniBus and has become the public 

transportation for more than 26,500 residents, 

16,000 of whom reside in the city of Sheridan. It 

provides 52,000 rides per year within the county 

which covers 2,527 square miles, making it 1,000 

square miles larger than the State of Rhode 

Island.   Sheridan MiniBus allows seniors to 

maintain contact with the community even though 

they may not be able to drive their own vehicle.  As 

the transportation arm of the Sheridan Senior 

Center, the MiniBus fleet of eleven vehicles 

provides a human service that no organization in 

the county offers.  Sheridan MiniBus provides 

seniors with access to adult day care, lunch at 

THE STAR AWARD RECOGNIZES 

THE SHERIDAN MINIBUS DOOR-TO-

DOOR ASSISTANCE TO SENIORS IN 

RURAL AMERICA  

help citizens with their transportation problems and 

overall needs.  A meeting to train and discuss 

―mobility management‖ was held in Casper last 

week.  Right at a perfect time to get the full brunt 

of the cold and windy weather . . . 
 

There was a good crowd and several people there 

from Washington, D.C.‘s CTAA office 

(Community Transit Association of America), 

Jeanne Erickson from United We Ride (CTAA), 

and Jennifer Stewart from the FTA Region VIII 

office in Denver.  There was an excellent 

discussion on Medicaid/Medicare and a telephone 

conference call with top staff people in Cheyenne.  

Representatives from the Veterans‘ Administration 

(VA) and the Department of Workforce Services 

were also on hand to answer questions. 
 

An excellent visit was held with a representative 

from the Disabled Americans Veterans, a long time 

volunteer, who has been driving veterans between 

Casper and Cheyenne for over ten years.  He 

reports that the veterans of today are often more 

severely wounded and need more care and more 

individual transportation services than ever.  This 

is a service performed by volunteers in a caring 

and very personal manner. 
 

FTA Management Audit 
 

The staff of WYDOT‘s transit program underwent 

a complete ―Management Audit‖ recently with 

results that will change the transit program 

considerably. 
 

Non-emergency medical trips can no longer be 

billed to WYDOT as intercity trips.  It is our 

opinion that the trips be continued (in-state) and 

billed as regular transit trips and increased costs 

will have to be requested for regular budgeting.  

Trips out-of-state will no longer be reimbursed 

with Federal Transit Administration (FTA) funds. 
 

The ―Management Plan‖ for Wyoming transit 

operators is being re-written and will be distributed 

for your comment before being accepted by the 

FTA. 
 

Additional rules and regulations creating more 

words will be noticed in longer and more 

complicated agreements with additional 

attachments and addendums.  Federal clauses and 

―Certifications and Assurances‖ will be added to 

many of our agreements and will have to be signed 

and agreed to by participants. 
 

ARRA Stimulus Funds 
  

Work on ARRA stimulus funding and contracting 

is continuing and will be for some time. 
 

Members of the WYDOT transit staff would like to 

take this opportunity to wish you and yours a very 

Merry Christmas and Holiday Season! 
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the Senior Center or area restaurants, exercise at 

various facilities through the community, bingo, 

entertainment, physical therapy and much more.  It 

also provides special care in transporting seniors to 

employment, and for their participation in the 

Foster Grandparent program.  78% of its riders are 

senior passengers, and of this group 72% are 

disabled in some way.  Thus, the MiniBus‘ 

handicap accessible vehicles are a lifeline for many 

passengers.  The STAR Award will be used to help 

support the extension of hours of operation until 

later in the evening so that seniors will be able to 

attend the theatre, go out for dinner and attend 

other evening functions.    

In making the announcement, the Foundation‘s 

president Helen Kerschner said:  ―Our STAR 

Awards recognize ‗the best of the best‘ 

organizations that provide transportation to older 

adults and this year we received 450 applications 

for awards.  We congratulate Sheridan MiniBus for 

making an enormous contribution to seniors, their 

families, and to communities in Sheridan 

County.‖   

About the Beverly Foundation 

The Beverly Foundation, headquartered in 

Albuquerque, New Mexico, undertakes research, 

education, and assistance to encourage and 

facilitate mobility and transportation for older 

adults. The Foundation makes STAR Awards in 

conjunction with its STAR Search survey which 

was first undertaken in 2000.  The survey has 

continued annually since that time, and has 

gathered data on 1,280 STPs (Supplemental 

Transportation Programs for seniors) from 50 

states plus the District of Columbia and Puerto 

Rico.     

For more information about the STAR Search and 

STAR Awards program and to learn about senior 

transportation, STPs in America, and volunteer 

driver programs, please 

visit www.beverlyfoundation.org  

BOARD ELECTION RESULTS 
 

Elections for the WYTRANS Board were held in 

December. Board Members are listed below. 
 

Glenda Mefford  Region I   
Weston County Senior Services 

 

Denise Andersen   Region II 

North Big Horn Senior Center 

 

Michael Wackerly    Region III 

Town of Jackson, START    

 

Judy Owens   Region IV 

Sweetwater County Transit Authority, STAR 

 

Jeri Bottenfield   Region V 

Goshen County Senior Friendship Center    

 

Renae Jording   Section 9 

Cheyenne Transit    

 

Marge Cole    At-large 

Casper Area Transportation Coalition, CATC    

 

Marge Myers   At-large 

Crook County Senior Citizens Inc. 

 

Sean Solan    At-large 

Wind River Transportation Authority, WRTA 

 

Doreen Sing   Ex-Officio 
Wellness Coordinator, State of WY Aging Division 

 

Emily Howery   Trainer Liaison 
Community Entry Services 

 

Rich Douglass   Liaison 
Wyo. Dept. of Transportation – Transit Program 

 

John Black   Liaison 
Wyo. Dept. of Transportation – Transit Program 

 

Taylor Rossetti   Liaison 
Wyo. Dept. of Transportation – Transit Program 
 

Board Officers will be elected at the next board 

meeting, March 2, 2010. 

http://www.beverlyfoundation.org/
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PASS and Safe Driver Instructor 

Certification  
 

September 15-18, 2009, WYTRANS Trainers met 

in Casper, Wyoming.  Kelly Shawn of Community 

Transportation Association of America (CTAA) 

conducted a three-day session for individuals 

wanting to become trainers in Passenger Service 

and Safety (PASS). WYTRANS members had six 

new trainers become certified in PASS.  New 

WYTRANS Trainers are: Isabelle Hoenes of 

Child Development Services, Aubrey Hutchings 

of Coach America, Doris McIntire of Uinta Senior 

Center, Don Owens of Epson Center for Seniors, 

Misty Plott-Barbula or Sheridan Senior Citizen‘s 

Council and Harold Shelley of Riverton Senior 

Center. 

 

The third day of the PASS training was also a re-

certification session for current trainers. 

WYTRANS members had thirteen trainers get re-

certified in PASS. 

 

New trainers and veteran trainers spent Friday, 

working through the WYTRANS Safe Driver 

course. This one-day training was led by three of 

the developers of the WYTRANS Safe Driver 

Program; Emily Howery, Renae Jording, and 

Rod Slocum. Fifteen trainers completed the course 

to be certified as WYTRANS Safe Driver Trainers. 

 

During the week the trainers also held their annual 

meeting to share ideas and discuss training issues 

through out the state. The WYTRANS Trainers 

also began work on developing a new training 

program specifically for Wyoming transit 

providers. The training will covert topics from the 

CTAA PASS program and WYTRANS Safe 

Driver program.   

 

For information on this or other WYTRANS 

training, contact Jaime at (307) 679-

3220 or info@wytrans.org.  

WYTRANS Trainers—December 2009 

Ed Baker   CATC, Casper 

John Black    WYDOT, Cheyenne 

Gloria Bulow    Child Development Services, Riverton 

Barb Daugherty    Sheridan Senior Citizen‘s Council 

Jim Forrest    STAR, Rock Springs 

Jerry Franklin    Senior Friendship Center, Torrington 

Tom Guheen    START—Jackson 

Emily Howery    Community Entry, Riverton 

Isabelle Hoenes    Child Development Services, Riverton 

Aubrey Hutchings    Coach America, Gillette 

Renae Jording    Cheyenne Transit 

Roberta King    WRTA, Riverton 

Danny Meadows    RENEW-Sheridan 

Doris McIntire    Uinta Senior Center, Evanston 

Don McOmie    Child Development Services, Lander 

Roland Morad    UW Parking & Transit, Laramie 

Crisanto Morales    The Learning Center, Jackson 

Don Owens    Epson Center for Seniors, Laramie 

Misty Plott-Barbula Sheridan Senior Citizen‘s Council 

Mary Rodgers    RENEW-Gillette 

Harold Shelley     Riverton Senior Center 

Rod Slocum    Big Horn Enterprises, Thermopolis 

Tracey Tupa    RENEW—Newcastle 

Cindy Wardell    Lincoln Self Reliance, Kemmerer 

Gregg Witzgall    START—Jackson 
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Following are general guidelines for cleaning a passenger railcar that has carried a traveler suspected to have pandemic influ-
enza. These guidelines provide a basic framework of response. This guidance may be modified or additional procedures may be 
recommended by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) as part of the evaluation of an ill traveler, when an 
influenza pandemic becomes widespread in the United States, or as new information about a pandemic strain becomes available. 

Influenza viruses can persist on nonporous surfaces for 24 hours or more, but quantities of the virus sufficient for human infection 
are likely to persist for shorter periods. Although the relative importance of virus transfer from inanimate objects to humans in 
spreading influenza is not known, hand transfer of the virus to the mucous membranes of the eyes, nose, and mouth resulting in 
infection is likely to occur. Hand hygiene1, cough etiquette and respiratory hygiene2 are the principal means of interrupting this 
type of transmission. Routine cleaning and disinfection practices may play a role in minimizing the spread of influenza. 

Routine cleaning with soap or detergent in water to remove soil and organic matter, followed by the proper use of disinfectants 
are the basic components of effective environmental management of influenza. Reducing the number of influenza virus particles 
on a surface through those steps can reduce the chances of hand transfer of the virus. Influenza viruses are susceptible to 
inactivation by a number of chemical disinfectants readily available from consumer and commercial sources. All disinfectants 
marketed in the U.S. are registered with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). These products must be used in 
accordance with their label instructions; following label instructions is necessary to achieve adequate efficacy and to avoid 
unreasonable adverse effects 

Routine cleaning methods should be employed throughout the railcar with special attention in certain areas as specified below: 

1. Wear non-sterile, disposable gloves that are recommended by the manufacturer of the detergent/disinfectant while cleaning 
the seating area and lavatories or handling cleaning and disinfecting solutions. Dispose of gloves if they become damaged or 
soiled and when cleaning is completed in a sturdy leakproof (e.g., plastic) bag that is tied shut and not reopened. Never wash 
or reuse the gloves. Eye protection, such as a face shield or goggles, may be required if splashing is expected. Avoid 
activities where infectious aerosols are generated. Cleaning activities should be supervised and inspected periodically to 
ensure correct procedures are followed. 

2. Clean surfaces first with detergent and water and then disinfect with an EPA-registered disinfectant in accordance with the 
manufacturerôs instructions. Use only disinfectants that are registered by the EPA for use against influenza viruses. Apply the 
disinfectant as instructed on the disinfectant manufacturerôs label, adhering to any safety precautions or other recommenda-
tions as directed (e.g. allowing adequate ventilation in confined areas such as lavatories, and proper disposal of unused 
product or used containers). Ensure that there is sufficient contact time between the disinfectant and the surface. 

3. The following surfaces should be cleaned at the seat of the ill passenger or crew and at adjacent seats in the same row, the 
backs of the seats in the row in front of the sick passengerôs row: Armrests; Seatbacks (the plastic and/or metal part); Tray 
tables; Light and air controls, cabin crew call button; Adjacent walls and windows Individual video monitor; Lavatory(ies) used 
by the sick traveler: door handle, locking device, toilet seat, faucet, washbasin, adjacent walls and counter; Luggage com-
partments; Door handles and countertops Grab handles, rails, straps and similar fixtures used by passengers in transitA 
change tan increased frequency of routine cleaning and disinfection practices may be considered based upon the circum-
stances of the pandemic. 

4. Dispose of soiled material and gloves in a sturdy, leak-proof (e.g., plastic) bag that is tied shut and not reopened. State and 
local governments should be consulted for appropriate disposal decisions. Barring specific state solid or medical waste 
regulations to the contrary, these wastes are considered routine solid wastes that can be sent to municipal solid waste 
landfills without treatment. 

5. When cleaning is completed and gloves have been removed, immediately clean hands with soap and water or an alcohol-

based hand gel if no soap and water are available. Wash hands with soap and water as soon as they become available. 
Avoid touching the face with gloved or unwashed hands. 

6. Do not use compressed air and/or water under pressure for cleaning. It might re-aerosolize infectious material. Vacuum 

cleaners should be used only after proper disinfection has taken place. Vacuum cleaners should be maintained to minimize 

dust dispersal in general and equipped with High Efficiency Particulate Air (HEPA) filters.  

Interim Guidance for Passenger Railcar (Transit Vehicle) Cleaning When a Passenger or           

Crewmember is Visibly Ill During an Influenza Pandemic Article adapted from www.flu.gov 

http://pandemicflu.gov/professional/transport/cleaning_railcar.html#1#1
http://pandemicflu.gov/professional/transport/cleaning_railcar.html#2#2
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

March 1, 2010— Legislative Reception, Cheyenne  

 

March 2, 2010—WYTRANS Board Meeting, Cheyenne 

 

June 23-25, 2010—WYTRANS Annual Conference, Casper 
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